Pentagon’s intricate 10,000-mile pipeline
keeps fighting forces equipped and fed

By James W. Crawiey
STAFF WRITER

andahar International Air-
port, where Marines from
Camp Pendleton and Mira-
mar Marine Corps Air Station are
encamped, is atthe end of a
10,000-mile supply pipeline
stretching from San Diego to Af
- ghanistan.

Nearly everything the Marines
need, except sand for their sand-
bags, must be brought in.

Bullets. mortar rounds. rations
and fuel, along with thousands of
other items, are carried to the war
region via a caravan of supply
ships, tankers, cargo jumbo jets,
small carrier-based transport
planes, helicopters, trucks, Hum-
vees and, finally, on infantrymen’s

backs. .
Without this supply line, the
Pentagon could not fight the war.
“Amateurs talk strategy, gener-
als talk logistics,” said John Coyle,
an emeritus professor of business
logistics at Penn State University.
“When you're fighting a war at
some distance, the importance of
logistics increases at a geometric
rate as the distance increases.”
History is replete with wars and
battles lost because war-fighting
materiei was unavailable or in
short supply, he said.
Afghanistan’s past is a prime ex-
ample. Both the British and the
Soviets were forced to retreat, in
part, because Afghan forces were
able to hinder supply shipments.
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A sailor on the supply ship Nlagara Falls in the
Arablan Sea attached a load of cargotoa
helicopter bound for the amphibious assauit ship
Peleliu. Earnie Grafton / Union-Tribune
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